NOTES ON CHAPTER X
HINDU MEDICINE
For the more convenient study of the knowledge gleaned by
Marshall of Hindu Medicine, as practised in his day, his scattered
notes have been arranged under two headings—Medical Know-
ledge and Prescriptions—and these have been subdivided as
far as possible under the various functions and diseases of the
body to which they refer. In several cases, however, the pre-
scriptions apply to more than one disease.
First come humours, then digestion, blood, taste, breath, etc.
The prescriptions include purges, antidotes for poison, remedies
for wounds, abscesses, fevers, gout, dysentery, colic, stone, sore
eyes, toothache and syphilis.
Except in a few cases the terms used by Marshall in recording
the statements and remedies given to him by the Hindu doctors
at Patna and Hugli (and also those obtained from Muhammadans)
have been identified with the help of Garcia da Orta, Dutt,
Dymock, Wise, and above all, Watt. For the most part Marshall
is, as usual, astonishingly accurate, and he must have devoted
both time and patience to acquire the facts set forth in his MS.
The majority of the cases dealt with under the two sections
require no further explanation. Those calling for remark are
noted below.
A. MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE
i. (a) The text is confused. It implies that three fingers are
used to test the pulse, one on the ball of the thumb, one on the
wrist and one on the fore-arm. For other methods of feeling the
pulse see Wise, Hindu System of Medicine, pp. 63, 203-4.
(c] As regards the predominance of certain humours in certain
months, see Wise, op. cit. p. 45.
3. (c) Marshall is repeating what his informant had learned
from the Susmta, a medical work compiled by an author of that
name, c. eighth cent. a.p. See Bower MS. Part I. p. 15, n. 32.
g. Marshall is apparently describing the effect of bhang (leaves
of Canndbis sativa), to which dhatura seeds are added to increase
its intoxicating effect.
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